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BEFORE THE
| LLI NOI S COMMERCE COMM SSI ON

DANNY DAWSON ) DOCKET NO.
-VS- ) 11- 0558
AMEREN | LLI NOI S COMPANY )
d/ b/a Ameren Illinois )
)
Conmpl aint as to billing and/ or )
charges in Decatur, Illinois. )
Springfield, Illinois

Wednesday, Decenber 8, 2012

Met, pursuant to notice, at 10:00 a. m
BEFORE:

MR. LARRY JONES, Adm ni strative Law Judge
APPEARANCES:

MR. DANNY DAWSON

2622 M ssouri Avenue

Granite City, Illinois 62040

Ph. (618) 709-2910

(Appearing via teleconference
pro se)

SULLI VAN REPORTI NG COVMPANY, by
Carla J. Boehl, Reporter
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APPEARANCES:

MR. CHARLES Y. DAVI S

(Conti nued)

BROWN HAY & STEPHENS, LLP

205 South Fifth Street, Suite 700
eld, Illinois 62705

Ph. (217) 544-8491
cdavi s@hsl aw. com

Springfi

E-mail :
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PROCEEDI NGS

JUDGE JONES: Good nmor ni ng. Il will call for

heari ng Docket Number 11-0558. This is titled in

part Danny Dawson versus Ameren Il1linois Conpany
d/ b/a Ameren Illinois, complaint as to billing and/or
charges in Decatur, Illinois.

At this time we will take the

appearances orally for the record. M. Dawson, woul d
you identify yourself for the record, please?

MR. DAWSON: Danny J. Dawson.

JUDGE JONES: I s your contact information the
same as you gave us before?

MR. DAWSON: Yes, sir.

JUDGE JONES: All right. Thank you. We will
now take the appearance or appearances on behal f of
Ameren Il linois.

MR. DAVI S: Charl es Davis, law firm of Brown,
Hay and Stephens representing Ameren |Illinois Company
doi ng busi ness as Ameren Illinois. My cont act
information is also the same as previously provided.
And | have Trish Spinner, regulatory specialist with

Ameren, here with me today.
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JUDGE JONES: All right. Thank you. Are there
any other appearances?
(No response.)
Let the record show there are not, at
| east at this time.
M. Davis, | will start with you.
Have you received any requests from M. Dawson
seeking information?

MR. DAVI S: | have not, Judge. The only
document that | have received is what's titled
"Answer to Respondent's Answer to Formal Conpl aint
and Request for Production.”™ And then | reviewed
your ruling dated January 18 stating that that
document woul d not be characterized as a data
request. Therefore, | did not respond to it as a
data request, and since that time have not received
anything further from M. Dawson.

JUDGE JONES: M. Dawson, have you sent

anything to Ameren other than that so-called answer?

MR. DAWSON: No. | didn't understand the
| etter | got back on it. That's what | sent them I
didn't get no answer to it, |like he said.
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JUDGE JONES: | am going to give you anot her
seven days if you want to send out another
i nformational request to them but we have got to
move forward in this case. The ruling was issued
i ndicating that that sort of --

MR. DAWSON: Wwell --

JUDGE JONES: Let me finish. Expl ai ni ng that
the so-called answer that you filed did not -- was
not to be treated as an informal data request, and it
al so expl ai ned why.

MR. DAWSON: Okay.

JUDGE JONES: | am going to give you anot her
seven days to send M. Davis informational requests
you may have. Send themdirectly to him Do not
file themwi th the Comm ssion, as we have expl ai ned

previously. W are...

MR. DAWSON: Well, it's been --
JUDGE JONES: Let me finish. ..in the informl
stage of this case. If you want information from

them the place to start is to contact M. Davis with
t hat request and go fromthere. So that's -- | am

going to give you another opportunity to do that,
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al t hough you have had several prior to this. | f
there is information that you are seeking, that's the
process to use before you try anything nmore formal.
You seek it informally. That is, you seek it
directly to M. Davis. You request it and see if
Ameren wi Il provide what you are seeking through that
process.

Do you have any questi ons about that?

MR. DAWSON: No, sir. | just need M. Davis'

address, | guess.

MR. DAVI S: M. Dawson, what's the nost

convenient for you? E-mail, fax or regular mail?
MR. DAWSON: Regul ar mail . | don't have an
e-mai |l or fax. | don't know nothing about computers.

MR. DAVIS: Okay. My name is Charles Davis and
my address is 205 South Fifth Street.

MR. DAWSON: | couldn't understand you. Sout h
Fifth Street?

MR. DAVIS: That is correct. Fifth as in five,
205 South Fifth Street, Suite 700, Springfield,
Illinois 62701. And if you just send it to ny

attention -- if you send it to my attention, | wil
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be able to respond to you. | f you have any probl ens,
my phone nunmber is (217) 544-8491.

MR. DAWSON: All right. Thank you.

MR. DAVIS: And while I am speaking, if you
don't m nd, the only other question |I was going to
have was, one, the anmount of time that Ameren would
to respond and, second, we did send, Anmeren did send,
our own data request to M. Dawson on February 6.

MR. DAWSON: Sent nme a what?

MR. DAVI S: | sent you requests also on
February 6. G ven the date, you m ght get themin
the mail today or tonorrow.

MR. DAWSON: Okay. | haven't received them
yet .

MR. DAVI S: | was just hoping to have a
response deadline on that also.

JUDGE JONES: M. Dawson, you got the notice
fromthe Comm ssion on January 18, correct?

MR. DAWSON: January 18?

JUDGE JONES: You just mentioned it a couple of
m nut es ago. Did you get that through the mail from

t he Comm ssion on January 187
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MR. DAWSON: You mean where your phone nunber
was? You mean the phone nunber thing?

JUDGE JONES: Well, there is a notice that says
January 18, 2012, across the top.

MR. DAWSON: | don't see it. | am | ooki ng.

JUDGE JONES: All right. Well, there is
notices that go out from the Comm ssion. My poi nt
is, those also have M. Davis' name. They spell his
name and they have his address on there, too.

MR. DAWSON: Oh, okay. | have all this in a
f ol der here. | amtrying to go through it.

JUDGE JONES: All right. Do you see his name

on there?

MR. DAWSON: No, | haven't found that one yet,
but I will find it. | have got everything in a
fol der here that | got sent from you guys.

JUDGE JONES: His name and his business
address, that is M. Davis, are...

MR. DAWSON: | have got them

JUDGE JONES: ..they are on there. That is the
source of that information. Did you get his phone?

Did you get M. Davis' phone number from him? Just

43



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

now, did you get that written down?
MR. DAWSON: Yes, sir. Yeah, (217) 544-8491.
MR. DAVIS: That's correct.
MR. DAWSON: Hel | 0?
MR. DAVIS: Yes, that's correct.

MR. DAWSON: Hell 0? All right. My phone is

cutting out. Are you still there?
JUDGE JONES: Yes, we are still here.
MR. DAWSON: Yeah, | have got his phone nunber.

JUDGE JONES: So | amgiving you seven days
fromtoday's date to send out that request for
docunmentation or information to M. Davis.

MR. DAWSON: All right. So that would be the
13th? Hello?

JUDGE JONES: You need to give us a chance to
respond before you --

MR. DAWSON: All right. My phone keeps going

dead and | thought it had hung up.

JUDGE JONES: We will give you until the 15t h.

MR. DAWSON: The 15t h, okay.
JUDGE JONES: All right. A week from today,

the 15th, to get that in the mail to him
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M. Davis, do you want M. Dawson to
call you or not at the time he is sending that or do
you just want himto send it?

MR. DAVIS: \Whatever he would like to do. |If
he would like to call and confirmmy receipt, that's
fine.

MR. DAWSON: | didn't hear what he said.

MR. DAVI S: If you would like to call to
confirmthat | received your documents, that would be
fine. | would just allow a couple days for it to
pass through the mail.

MR. DAWSON: All right.

JUDGE JONES: All right. Do you understand
what that's about, M. Dawson?

MR. DAWSON: Yes, sir.

JUDGE JONES: | f you are seeking some docunents
and information from Ameren, as previously discussed,
that's the process.

MR. DAWSON: All right. | m sunderstood how to
do it. | will get this to care of them

JUDGE JONES: All right. Now, how | ong does

Ameren propose to have to respond? And that question

45



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

is directed to M. Davis.

MR. DAVIS: Judge, we should be able to respond
within 14 days after receipt.

JUDGE JONES: All right. So Ameren is given 14
days to respond to your requests to them M.
Dawson, if you send any requests to them

MR. DAWSON: All right. So they would have
"til the 29th.

JUDGE JONES: | am going to schedul e at | east
one other thing today and then we can tal k about
what ever else. At some point we have to get this
case moving in kind of a forward direction rather
t han sideways or backwar ds. | am going to go ahead
and put a date in the schedule that's going to apply
to you, M. Dawson. And that's going to be the date
for you to make a filing that will be your so-called
direct testimny and exhibits, if you decide to file
anyt hi ng above and beyond what you have al ready
submtted.

That may contain additional statements

from you or statements from ot hers. It may contain

docunentation if there is sonme documentation you
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would like to attenmpt to submt for the record. So
if you are going to have additional statements or
additi onal information beyond what you have already

filed in your conplaint or any information or

statements that appear in your answer, that will be
included by you in this filing | am speaking of.

Now, you will not have to make that
filing, if you make one at all, until after you have

received Aneren's response to your informational
request or data request.

MR. DAWSON: Okay. | have got to figure out
what was wrong with the first one | sent them I
don't understand what was wrong with it. So |I am
going to have to get this | ooked at and see where |
am goi ng wrong here.

JUDGE JONES: It is about the process. You
need to follow the process that is put into place.
If you have requests to make, send themto M. Davis
as just discussed. Do you not understand that piece
of the process? |If you have requests to make, you
send themto M. Davis.

MR. DAWSON: Okay. | sent it to too many
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peopl e then, right?

JUDGE JONES: You need to send the requests
directly to M. Davis. You don't style is it as an
answer if the purpose of it is to seek information,
information or documentation. This is the so-called
informal stage of the process. This is how it works.
|f you are | ooking for information from Ameren,
that's the place to start. It doesn't start with
somet hing you call an answer. It doesn't start with
somet hing that's apparently intended to be a nore
formal demand or request that Ameren be conpelled to
do somet hing or another. This is the process.

Do you have any questi ons about that
process?

MR. DAWSON: No, | understand it now. Thank
you. | see where | went wrong here.

MR. DAVIS: Judge, can | just ask that the
di scovery request that Ameren sends to M. Dawson,

t hat he be --

JUDGE JONES: Let nme continue with the

scheduling I am tal king about here. Then if you have

some ot her questions, make a note and we will give
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you a chance to get back to them

Al'l right. So what we are talking
about now, M. Dawson, is any statenents or
docunentation that you may want to treat as part of
your evidentiary presentation in this case. You put
some information into your -- you put some statenents
into your conplaint. You put some statements into
your answer . You all eged some things, stated some
things in your direct testinony filing that we are
tal ki ng about. You will then have the opportunity to
file any additional statements from you or others or
addi ti onal documentation that you think would be
useful in the presentation of your case in this

proceeding. And |I am going to provide a date for

t hat .

And that filing, that is a filing that
will be made as a testimony filing with the
Comm ssion. So that will be made with the
Comm ssion. And | will send a notice out at sone
point after today that will further indicate or
repeat what | amtelling you now in term of what
this part of the process will entail.
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MR. DAWSON: Thank you. That will help me.
JUDGE JONES: And by getting your case in
writing, getting your case filed, then at sonme future

point if this matter is still contested, then, just
as Anmeren will get to see what your case | ooks like
on the front end here, then you will -- if they have
a testimony filing, if they want to put in testinmony
t hensel ves, you will get a chance to see what their
testinony | ooks like in terms of testinony or
documentation in advance of the hearing at that tine.
Again, | will put this in -- | wll
put this in a notice, but I will go over it a little
bit now. And one of the reasons for that is, in
addition to sending it out, it will also allow us to
get sonme dates in there for that purpose. This
filing I am tal ki ng about now, this will be one that
will -- it will be one that will be made at some
point after the Ameren response to your informational
requests.
Do you have any questions so far?
MR. DAWSON: No, sir.

JUDGE JONES: All right. Now, after receipt of
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the response from Ameren to your informationa
requests, how |l ong after that would you like to have
to put in or submt any additional statements or
documents that you would |ike to be considered part

of your case? How |long would you Iike to have to do

t hat ?

MR. DAWSON: | don't know what the standard
amount of time is. | don't know what to say here. A
week, two weeks, whatever it takes. | don't know
what to tell you. | have never done this before. I
guess a coupl e weeks, whatever you guys will allow
me.

JUDGE JONES: Thank you. All right. So let's
hold the discussion right there and get back to
M. Davi s. Did you have sonme things you would Iike
to get addressed at this point, M. Davis?

MR. DAVI S: Yeah, the only thing that we have
outstanding is the discovery request, the data
request that | mentioned before, that M. Dawson
should receive in the mail this week, today or
tomorrow, and just ask that he have a response

deadline that's reasonable to himto get the
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documents and information back to Ameren.

JUDGE JONES: Did you hear that, M. Dawson?

MR. DAWSON: Yes, sir.

JUDGE JONES: Just as you will be or may be
seeking some information or documents from Ameren,
there are some that they are seeking from you. You
haven't seen them yet, but M. Davis indicated they
have been sent out to you and you will be getting
themin the mail. So how |l ong would you like to have
to respond to that request to you from M. Davis?

MR. DAWSON: | don't know what to say there
because | don't know what he is asking me for. So |

don't know how long it is going to take me to give

hi m an answer on whatever it is. | haven't seen it
yet; | haven't received it yet. | don't know what to
say here. | guess a couple weeks, whatever you guys
woul d al | ow ne. Li ke I say, | have never done this

before, so whatever is fair.

MR. DAVIS: And, M. Dawson, if you have a hard
time putting the informati on together in two weeks,
just call me and | --

MR. DAWSON: " ve got nmy --
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JUDGE JONES: M. Dawson, you need to kind of
| et people finish what they are saying before you
jump in, so let --

MR. DAWSON: Okay. | thought he was --

JUDGE JONES: Well, now you just did it to nme.
Let him finish what he is saying and then you can
step in. All right?

MR. DAVIS: These data requests are, |ike the
Judge said, informal. If for some reason the 14 days
is not sufficient for whatever reason, we are happy
to work with you. | f you need a little more time,
just call me first just so |I know that it m ght take
you a little bit |onger.

MR. DAWSON: Okay.

JUDGE JONES: Do you have any questi ons about
that, M. Dawson?

MR. DAWSON: No, sir. | understood all that.

JUDGE JONES: All right. Thank you.

MR. DAWSON: You are wel cone.

JUDGE JONES: So the date to be applicable to
M. Dawson for responding to that informational

request or data request is 14 days. So that would be
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February 29.

Al'l right. Now, to get back to
M. Dawson to your filing of any additiona
statements or docunents beyond what you have al ready
submtted, | think you suggested a couple weeks after
you receive Ameren's response to your request for
information that you are going to be sending to
M. Davi s. So let's see if we can conme up with a
date for that.

In order to give some consideration to
the fact that sonme of this material, some of these
t hi ngs, are going through the mail, | want to make
sure you get the full 14 days to make that filing.
So | amgoing to push that out just a little bit
beyond what would be 14 on the cal endar and t hat
would be -- | will make that March 21

Now, March 21 is going to be the date
for the step in the process that we discussed a few
m nutes ago, and that is the opportunity for you to
submt any additional information or statements or
documentation in support of your case that you think

you would like to put forward after receiving the
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Ameren response or responses to your requests for
i nformation.

Al'l right. Does anybody have any
guestions or problenms with the use of the date of
March 21 for that purpose?

MR. DAVI S: No obj ecti on.
JUDGE JONES: All right. M. Dawson, do you
have any questions about that so far?

MR. DAWSON: No. MWhat's March 21 for again?

didn't understand what it is for. | can barely hear

some of this.
JUDGE JONES: Why don't you tell me what you
think it is for and then we will see what el se we

need to explain about it.

MR. DAWSON: | was supposed to respond to what
they sent me by the 29th, right, which |I haven't got
yet and then March 21 is my thing to return to them

my answer to them or ask for anything | need from

t hem | s that what that is?
JUDGE JONES: No, no.
MR. DAWSON: | am sorry, | am not catching

everyt hi ng. | can barely hear some of the stuff
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that's going on here. | don't have a real good phone
connection here, | don't think, on nmy phone.

JUDGE JONES: We just had a discussion about
your making a so-called testinmony filing or filing of
any additional statements or docunents or information
t hat you would |ike considered as part of your case.

Do you recall that discussion?

MR. DAWSON: Okay. | amwriting this down,
information.

JUDGE JONES: Do you recall that? The date for
your making that filing with the Conmm ssion is March
21.

MR. DAWSON: All right. | have got it wrote
down here now.

JUDGE JONES: Do you have any ot her questions

about that?

MR. DAWSON: No, sir. | got it.
JUDGE JONES: Again, | will put a notice out
that will summarize these dates and what they are

for...
MR. DAWSON: Thank you. That will help a I ot.

JUDGE JONES: ..at some point. But it will be
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i ntended as essentially a summary or a rem nder of
t hose dates and specify what they are for. It will
not go into a tremendous amount of detail, perhaps
not as nmuch as we are doing today.

MR. DAWSON: | appreciate that. Thank you.

JUDGE JONES: Okay. M. Davis, did you have
anything else to take up today?

MR. DAVI S: Were we going to set a response for
Ameren's testimny, the date for Ameren's testinmony
or did you want to wait?

JUDGE JONES: We definitely need to do that,
and | guess the question is whether to get a status
hearing into place shortly after that March 21 date.
There are several dates between now and then that are
part of this schedule, and I don't know really how
far out beyond March 21 | want to go with additional
schedul i ng under the circunstances. So | think I
will set a status hearing date at some point shortly
after March 21, and we can do further scheduling,
further scheduling including a filing date for Ameren
for its testimony.

MR. DAVI S: That will be great.
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JUDGE JONES: I s that acceptabl e?

MR. DAVIS: Yes. Can | just have you note
certain dates around that time that | would be
unavai |l abl e?

JUDGE JONES: Yes, that will be fine. And for
pur poses of giving all participants a chance to pin
down a date for a status hearing and avoid bad days,
we hereby go off the record.

(Whereupon there was then had an
of f-the-record discussion.)

JUDGE JONES: Back on the record.

Let the record show there was an
of f-the-record discussion for the imted purpose
i ndi cat ed. Mainly it was to give everybody a chance
to |l ook at their calendars and clear a date and time
t hat was wor kable for them for purposes of hol di ng
t hat next status hearing or status conference. I
believe the date of March 28 at 10: 00 a.m was
accept abl e.

Does that date work for you,
M . Dawson?

MR. DAWSON: Yes, sir.
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JUDGE JONES: M. Davis, that's acceptable to
you?

MR. DAVI S: Yes, Your Honor.

JUDGE JONES: All right. M. Dawson, you will
be permtted to participate by phone. A phone nunber
will be distributed to you. | f Ameren attorneys are
actually going to be here in the hearing room which
is their choice, then they would not need to
circulate a call-in number in that event. That is,
if no one from Ameren is going to be participating
ot her than in person, then Ameren could circulate a
call-in nunmber or set up a call-in number but the
alternative would be that M. Dawson coul d just
directly call the hearing room phone nunber.

In any event, M. Dawson, you wll be
sent a notice that will specify that phone nunber to

call on that date, on that March 28 date. You wi |

be getting a notice in the mail that will give you a
phone number to call. You will be getting a notice
ahead of that that will summarize some of these other

dates that we went over today. So that next notice

you get will not have the phone nunmber in there, but
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you will get -- it may or may not, but you will be
getting in the mail a phone number to call in advance
of March 28.
Any questions about that?
MR. DAWSON: No, sir.
JUDGE JONES: All right. Do you have any
guesti ons about any of the other -- any of these
ot her elements of the schedule that we tal ked about
t oday?
MR. DAWSON: No, sir, not that | know of.
JUDGE JONES: All right. Thank you.
M. Davis, did you have anything el se
for the record?
MR. DAVI S: Not hi ng further.

JUDGE JONES: All right. At this time let the

record show that today's status hearing is over. CQur
t hanks to Ameren for setting up that call-in number
t hat enabled M. Dawson to call in.

I n accordance then with the above
scheduling, this matter is or will be continued to
March 28 at 10: 00 a. m The ot her el enents of the

schedul e that were stated for the record over the
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course of this status hearing this norning are
adopted and approved for scheduling purposes.

At this time let the record show that
this matter is -- today's hearing is concluded and
this matter is continued to a status hearing date of
March 28, 2012, at the hour of 10:00 a.m

(Wher eupon the hearing in this
matter was continued until March
28, 2012, at 10:00 a.m 1in

Springfield, Illinois.)
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